When auricular fibrillation is once established in the human heart it usually persists until the end of life. It is therefore evident that any therapeutic remedy would be welcome if, arresting auricular fibrillation, it promoted restoration of the normal cardiac rhythm.
Influenced by the writings of one of our corresponding members, Professor Wenckebach, who had drawn attention to the therapeutic value of quinine in some affections of the heart, Frey tested the action of various cinchona alkaloids in patients presenting auricular fibrillation. His paper published in 1918 showed that the administration of quinidine sulphate might in some instances lead to the restoration of the normal rhythm. His The normal rhythm, once it is restored, is not often maintained for longer than a few hours or days, and the fibrillation then recurs even although the administration of quinidine is being continued. In Case VI. the normal rhythm, reappearing on the third day after 2-4 grams of quinidine, was maintained for three days; 011 the fourth day, when 1-2 gram of quinidine was administered the fibrillation was resumed and persisted for twelve weeks despite the administration of quinidine in doses of 02 gram thrice daily for twenty-five days, and of 0-4 gram, six hourly for six days. In Case IX. the normal rhythm, regained on the sixth day after a full dose had been begun, was preserved for a week, and for six days after the administration of quinidine had been stopped. 
